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Friday, May 8 

* DADS   BE   AWAREð

MOTHERSô DAY STALL 

* Choir to perform at Besen Theatre 

Monday, May 11 
* Family Picnic and Cross Country 

Run , Ruffey Lake Park, 

Doncaster  ALL DAY 

Tuesday, May 12 
* Grades 1 And 2 Swimming 

Program Commences 

Wednesday, May 13 

* Farewell Function for Mr 

Drummy, 5pm, School Hall 

* Building and Grounds Committee 

Meeting, 7.30pm, Staffroom 
PLEASE NOTE -  NEW DATE  

Thursday, May 14 
* Parent Subtraction Lesson using 

the Decomposition Method, 

3.40pm, Room 17 

Friday, May 15 

* Walk to School Day 

* Farewell Assembly to Mr Gow, 

9am. 

Sunday, May 17 
* Working Bee  NEW TIMES - 

3PM TO 5PM 

Monday, May 18 * District Athleticsô Sports 

Tuesday, May 19 

* Education Week Open Morning, 

9.10am to 10.40am  and  11.15am 

to 12.45pm 

* School Tour, 11.30am 

Friday, June 12 
* Report Writing Day, 

 Students do not attend. 

Saturday, November 

28 
* School Fair 

 

The health, safety and well-being of our students is 

paramount.  At MAPS we are fortunate to have a caring 

staff, who are assisted by trained first aid staff.  The 

Department of Education also provides valuable services 

such as Guidance Officers, Speech Pathologists, Social 

Workers and Visiting Teacher Services to assist children 

with particular needs eg. Hearing impaired. 

At Assembly on Monday, I emphasised to our children 

how important it is to carry a tissue or handkerchief and 

to wash hands after visiting the toilet and before eating.  

With the threat of Swine Flu, I encourage parents to also 

reinforce these behaviours with your child. 

This morning 30 staff members received the flu vaccine.  

As a result, they hope they will not be absent from School 

and disrupt your childôs education program, during the 

winter months. 

It is important that students attend school regularly, as 

research indicates that poor attendance has a detrimental 

effect on pupil progress.  However, I emphasise that the 

only place for an unwell child is home! 

Arrival Time  

Some of our students are arriving in the playground each 

morning before 8am.  There are no teachers officially on 

duty until 8.50am.  Of late, undesirable people have been 

visiting schools, even hiding in childrenôs toilets.  I do not 

want to alarm parents, but children who arrive at such an 

early hour must be registered and placed in Fun Care, 

which is available from 7am onwards.  Any student who 

arrives, even one minute after 9am, must be signed in at 

the office by an adult and then taken to their class teacher. 

Consistently, I have emphasised that all children should 

arrive at school between 10 to 9 and 9 oôclock.  Of late 

there has been a regular stream of late comers.  Often it is 

the parent who causes the children to be late.  Late 

comers disrupt the teacher and the other children.  

Goodness, we only have your children for 5 hours each 

day!  Furthermore, all teachers welcome parents into their 

classrooms between 8.50am and 9am each morning.  This 

is not the practice in all schools .  Please latecomers, 

make an effort to be punctual each and every morning. 

Congratulations 
Congratulations to: 

Jonathan, 5/11 who has also been selected to join a 

special tour with the National Boysô Choir from May 11 to 

15. 

Congratulations also to Hannah, 6/12 who has been 

selected to join the Regional Netball Squad. 

NAPLAN testing 
A reminder that all Grades 3 and 5 students will be 

participating in Literacy and Numeracy (English and 

Maths) tests on the following dates: May 12, May 13 and 

May 14. 

Dear Parents, 

On Friday, May 15 at 9am, we will be holding a Special Assembly to farewell Mr Gow.  Parents are most welcome to 

attend this assembly.  We will be presenting Mr Gow with a special gift, so students, please bring in a donation ASAP. 

House Captains 
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LOST PROPERTY 
We hold a variety of smaller lost property items at the 

office.  Of particular note is a pair of childrenôs spectacles 

with a bright coloured cord attached.  If your child is 

missing such items, please call at the office. 

Mid Year Reports 
Shortly, teachers will commence writing their mid-year 

childrenôs reports. This year all Government Schools will 

be closed on Friday, June 12 to provide time for 

teachers to undertake this task.  The written reports will 

be distributed to parents on Thursday, June 25.  

Parent Teacher Interviews will commence on Tuesday, 

July 14.  More details later in the term. 

Awards for Teaching Excellence 
The Australian Government invites nominations for these 

awards.  There are 6 categories:- 

Excellence by a Teacher, Excellence in Teacher 

Leadership, Excellence by a Principal,, Excellence for a 

Beginning teacher, Excellence by an Education Support 

Staff member and Excellence by a School and its 

Community.  

The Awards recognise achievement, celebrate excellence 

and share best practice.  Full Details at 

www.teachingaustralia.edu.au  or freecall 1800 131 323.  

Nominations close June 19. 

Education Week 

Our Open Day will be held between 9.10am and 

10.40am and again from 11.15am until 12.45pm on 

Tuesday, May 19.  A school Tour for parents of 

prospective students will be held at 11.30am on the same 

day.  Please book a place by phoning 9890 1331.  Parents, 

all areas of the school are open for you to visit. Even if 

your child is engaged in a lesson with one of our 

Specialistsô Teachers you are most welcome to observe 

them. Children are thrilled to have mum and dad visit and 

to observe them at work in the classroom or with a 

Specialist teacher .  Please set aside some time to visit 

that morning.  Last year the response to our invitation was 

most disappointing. Some classrooms did not have one 

single parent visit.  Join us in celebrating the fine work 

that our teachers and students are achieving .  Everyone is 

most welcome. 

Successful Camps 
Thank you to Ms Fitzpatrick who was District Secretary 

for the Somersô Camp attended by 163 children from 

Grades 5 and 6 in our area. To organise the children and 

staff who participated, meant many hours of work out of 

hours.  Thank you also to Mrs Quinn who volunteered to 

spend 10 days with the children. 

Thank you to teachers Mrs Kaan, Mrs Moses-Critchley, 

Mr Ritter and Mr Donald who accompanied the Grade 4 

children to ñCampaspe Downsò last week.  Many thanks 

to the parents who made the Camp possible - Phillip 

Brewin, Geoff Kruyt, Nicola Vague, Owen Greenwood, 

Lynn Kisler, Alice Robertson and Tony Middling. 

Well done parents! I hear you were all rated as 

ñOutstandingò.   

Enjoy reading the childrenôs descriptive writing about 

their experiences in the next column. 

GRADE 4 CAMP - óCAMPASPE DOWNSô 
ñWhile I was crossing the raft course my boots became lost 

in the muddy water.  I fell off the raft. When I climbed back 

on, my feet were freezing cold.  I looked down to see my 

boots were missing.  With my lifejacket on, I swam back to 

tell my teacher.  Tim found my boots in the muddy lake.ò 

Maddy, 4/24 
 

ñWhen we returned home, I was both happy and sad.  Happy 

to see my family and sad because the camp had ended.  It 

was so good! 

Sarah, 4/24 
 

ñThe buses bumped along on the country road.  The grade 

fours finally arrived at ñCampaspe Downsò.  My legs were 

shaking, as I was so excited.  I knew this would be a great 

camp.ò 

Suwen, 4/23 
 

ñBreakfast was delicious.  It was so cold there was ice on the 

ground.  After I had swallowed the last scrumptious 

mouthful of poached eggs, the groups hurried to check the 

Time Table.  Bush cubby building was so enjoyable. 

Anna 4/23 
 

As I climbed on to my old, big, black horse ñPrinceò, I did 

not feel nervous at all.  I felt excited and hoped that I would 

have the joy of trotting.  I realised it was not going to 

happen!ò 

Hannah, 4/22 
 

ñClickò  

ñThe carabineer was locked in!  I gripped the rocks, which 

felt hot in my hands.  I felt like a weak, three year old, but a 

voice forced me on.  Fear invaded my body.  Suddenly, I 

saw the staff member at the top, who helped me.  I felt 

fantastic!ò 

Tom, 4/22 
 

ñI slowly leant backwards, towards what looked like a 

lingering death.  Fear clutched at my heart. Suddenly, I 

relaxed my grip, but I didnôt fall.  Surprise, mixed with 

happiness, engulfed me, as walked down the wall. Everyone 

cheered when I reached the bottom.ò 

Isaac, 4/22 
 

ñCampaspe Downs was a really good camp because they had 

the best activities.  The camp was really big so it was quite 

hard to get from one place to another!ò 

Kurt, 4/21 
 

ñWe made a raft using wooden planks and air-filled bottles. 

We rowed our raft down the lake. Our raft tipped, but it was 

fun anyway.ò 

Justin, 4/21 

 

Friday, May 8 
Susan Goslin, Deb Ballment,  

Shell Holding, Linda Tolley 

Monday, May 11 
Louise Dawborn, Janine Vienet, 

Julie Alexander 

Tuesday, May 12 
Debra Davis, Marina Spark,  

Lyndel Adgemis, Sarah Tucker 

Wednesday,  

May 13 

Jackie Cook, Louise Clifford, 

Narelle Crothers 

Friday,  

May 14 

WendyEdwards, Chris Sharpe,  

Lisa Gilbert, Vlasta Blasi 



 

Mont Albert Primary School   Page 3 

* The Choir has a busy week with 2 performances -

Boroondara Eisteddfod on Thursday and "Schools' Out on 

Stage" at the Besen Theatre on Friday evening. The 

children are to arrive at 6.45pm. Tickets can be bought at 

the door. 

* Thanks to the band of mothers led by Mrs.Goucher, Mrs 

Bassett and Mrs Goslin who repaired and fitted robes for 

each child last week - much appreciated. 

* The dance program for Preps to Grade 4's has begun and 

children are practising their skills. Sessions are held in the 

hall 

Ghillie Thompson 

(Music Coordinator)  

BULLETIN ROSTER  

May 14 Marina Spark, Alison Phillips 

 

MAPS Fair Update  
Donations/Help Needed!  

We hope you all received your Fair update 

newsletter last week. Thank you to the 

parents who have since taken the time to fill 

out the volunteer army slip ï this is such a 

great help. Please consider filling this out 

and joining in- ñmany hands make light 

workò. 

May is the month we are asking families to donate bottles 

for our Mystery Bottle stall. Could you please drop off one 

bottle of alcohol to the box in the office? If you have any 

spare corks along the way please feel free to hand them to 

Sarah Lord outside room 4 (Grade 1) during pick up or drop 

off. 

We had our first Trash & Treasure drop off on Sunday. This 

has been a very successful stall at previous Fairs, so to 

ensure we receive a great range of items please pass on our 

collection dates to family and friends outside our school 

community. They are all welcome to drop off their items at 

the school car park on the designated dates: Sunday 21 

June (1-3pm), Saturday 8 August (2-4pm) and Saturday 

12 September (9am-12).  

Nikki Fraser is running her jewellery stall again this year 

and is asking for all your unused/unloved/broken jewellery, 

scarves, handbags etc. to help her on her way. Please drop 

these into the art room anytime.  

If you are a regular shopper of the following areas and feel 

you have a great rapport with certain shops, we need you! 

There are 3 areas ï Whitehorse Road Balwyn, Union Road 

Surrey Hills and Whitehorse Road Surrey Hills. We are also 

looking at selected shops at Doncaster Shoppingtown. We 

are calling on regular shoppers of these areas to approach 

the shops with a letter requesting support for the Fair either 

by sponsorship or by donation. Please contact Cathryn 

Goucher via email: goucher@bigpond.com.au, if you can 

help. 

A final request ï if you can help with printing or know of 

someone who can help, please contact Danielle Howard or 

Louise Rowell ï it would be greatly appreciated!  

Monday saw the first of our International days, celebrating 

different cultures. 

French day was a big success with children playing French 

games, cooking French toast, building mini Eiffel towers and 

even coming up with their own ideas to celebrate French 

fashion.   

We will be celebrating China day this coming Monday and 

hoping it will be just as big a success. 

Also this week sees the return of Active After School Care.  

This term we will be doing Circus Skills and Basketball with 

qualified coaches. 

Look forward to seeing you all soon 

Funcare team. 

FUNCARE NEWS 

THIRD INSTALMENT  
The third instalment for fees was due last week.  Some 

families are still to make these payments.  Please pay this 

instalment ASAP. 

Business Manager 

PARENT SUBTRACTION C LASS 
Thursday, May 14 at 3.40pm in Room 17. 

This may be of particular use to parents of students in 

Yrs 2 to 5.  Especially to those parents who learnt the 

borrow/payback method.  Please advise your childôs 

teacher of your intention to attend.  

Jen Grant 

WORKING BEE TIMES  
Working Bee Times are changing slightly.  The Working 

Bee will now run between 3pm and 5pm on Sunday, May 

17.  Meet at the roller door next to the School Hall. 

LEVEL 4 TRANSITION  
Many families have taken the opportunity to attend 

secondary school open nights and tours over the past 

month. These visits have enabled families to obtain a 

greater ófeelô for potential schools and clarify any queries. 

Secondary schools continue to field questions as do the 

Level 4 team here at MAPS. 

Thank you to those families who have returned their 

Secondary School Enrolment Form. Your prompt 

response is much appreciated. For families yet to confirm 

their choices, or private school placement, please 

remember the enrolment form is due back to your childôs 

classroom teacher by May 15th. 

Taila (Tyler) Donald 

Transition Co-ordinator  

mailto:goucher@bigpond.com.au

