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One of the many outstanding features of this school 

community, is that if there is a need, someone will always 

offer to fill the vacancy or need.  

I could sight many examples of parents, who over my time at 

this school, have made amazing contributions for the benefit 

of all.  Eg. Many years ago the salary of our Italian teacher 

was paid by the Italian Government.  However, when the 

Italian Government stopped the funding, it seemed as though 

our Italian language program would end.  That did not 

eventuate, as a generous parent paid for the teacherôs salary, 

so that the valued program could continue.  These days the 

Italian Teacherôs salary is paid for by the Department of 

Education.  By the way, Italian Day will be held this year on 

Thursday, April 2. 

Thank you to those parents who have expressed interest in 

assisting to fill the vacant positions on the Fair Committee.  

A huge thank you to Sue Williams, who has volunteered to 

become the President of our Parentsô Club this year. 

Principal Selection Panel 

The following personnel will form the selection Panel to 

appoint the next Principal of Mont Albert Primary School: 

* President of School Council, Mr Jehrom Clift;  

* Parent Elected member of School Council, Mr Russell 

Phillips 

* Staff Elected representative, Mr Alan Ritter 

* A practising Principal, Mrs Margaret Staley - Principal of 

Surrey Hills Primary School and  

* A representative of the Deputy Secretary of the 

Department of Education, Mr Rod Williamson - Regional 

Network Leader for Whitehorse. 

In April the position will be advertised online. The 

successful applicant is likely to commence duty as from the 

beginning of Term 3, 2009. 

Head Lice Reported 

Cases of head lice have been reported.  Parents, if your 

daughters have long hair, please ensure it does not hang 

loose but is in a pony tail or plaited.  Parents are encouraged 

to check your childôs hair regularly.  If eggs or live lice are 

found, the hair must be treated before the child returns to 

school.  Also, please alert the school, so that we can have 

our first aid staff make a thorough check of all children in 

the grade.  Parents do need to be vigilant, if we are going to 

succeed in reducing the incidence of head lice. 

Annual Report Meeting 

All parents are invited to attend the School Council Annual 

Report Meeting at 7.30pm on Tuesday, March 24 in the 

staffroom.  The Annual Implementation Plan for 2009 will 

also be presented to our school community at this meeting. 

Principal:  Mr. John Gow 

Assistant Principal:  Mrs. Fay Angelo 

Phone:  9890:1331                                                         Fax:  9899:3093 

Funcare:  9897 4495                                              www.maps.vic.edu.au 

School Council President:   Mr Jehrom Clift 9899 6907 
March 12, 2009 

Issue No 6 

From Mr Gow 

Monday,  

March 16 

* Selected Students attend Leadersô 
Conference 

Tuesday, 

March 17 

* District Athleticsô Sports (Selected 
Students - Grades 3 to 6) 

* Bill Sewart Track, Burwood 

* Grade 1, Zoo Excursion, all day 

Wednesday, 

March 18 
* Grade 2, Zoo Excursion, all day 

Friday,  

March 20 

* Grades 5/6 Incursion 

* Prep/Grade 1 Parents:   

Fair Morning Tea, Staffroom, 

9.10am 

Sunday, 

March 22 
WORKING BEE, 8.30AM 

Monday,  

March  23 

* Grades 5/6, Incursion 

* Grades 3/4 Incursion 

Tuesday, 

March 24 

* Annual Report Meeting for parents, 

7.30pm 

* School Council Meeting, 8pm 

Continued on Page 2 

Term 1 Ends 

The last day for Term 1 is Friday, April 3, when all children 

will be dismissed at 2.30pm.  On the last day of term, Fun 

Care will be available from 2.30pm. Term 2 commences on 

Monday, April 20. 

Science and Technology School Holiday Program for 

Primary Students 

Manningham Park Primary School, Manningham Road, 

Lower Templestowe.  Places are limited. All bookings and 

payment due before March 27.  Information and bookings;  

Monday to Friday, 8am to 4pm, 9852 0054 or 0425 761 130 

After Hours, 9855 1191 or 0419 526 834  Registered for 

Child Care Benefit. 

Working Bee 

The next Working Bee is at 8.30am on Sunday, March 22.  

Thank you to the six parents who attended our last Working 

Bee and transferred all items from the shipping containers 

into the new storage areas of the Hall. 
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2009 Swimming Program costs 

Due to an increase in the cost of swimming tuition and bus 

fares, which have been announced in recent weeks, it 

appears that the cost of the forthcoming swimming program 

in Term 2 will be at least $110 per child. 

Bushfire Appeal 

Congratulations to our children, who raised $2000 to donate 

to the Victorian Bushfire Appeal. The Australian community 

has shown great compassion and generosity to assist all 

those who suffered in the fires. 

Sustainable Living Week, March 26 to April 3. 

All events are free and there will be something for everyone!  

For more information visit www.whitehorse.vic.gov.au/

sustainablelivingweek or call 9262 6333. 

More Secret Girls Business 

In 2003, Mrs Angelo, our Guidance Officer, Mrs Stewart 

and Sex Educator, Heather Anderson saw the need to write a 

book to help young girls reaching puberty.  The book called 

ñSecret Girlsô Businessò became a best seller.  It can be 

borrowed from the school library.  Following the success of 

their first book, the authors published  ñSecret Boysô 

Businessò which can also be found in the Library. 

Now a sequel to the first book ñ More Secret Girlsô 

Businessò has been released. 

Mrs Angelo has donated a number of each of these titles to 

the school.  All three titles can now be purchased from the 

office, with funds raised going to MAPS.  Prices range from 

$14.99 for the first title while the following titles cost $16.99 

each. 

Out of Bounds 

Parents, other than those leaving and collecting children at 

FunCare, must not deposit or collect children from the Car 

Park.  This area is far too dangerous for our children.  

Parents please leave your car in the street and allow your 

child to walk into school. 

Canteen News 
 

For any queries, please contact Jody Burgess on  

9899 3606. 
 

 

Friday, March 13  
Deb Ballment, Shell Holding, 

Linda Tolley 

Monday, March 16 

Sally Clift, Lisa Newman, Julie 

Clark, Alison Phillips, Trish 

Ryan 

Tuesday, March 17  
Linda Pangbourne, Claire 

Henderson, Alison Cook 

Wednesday, March 

18 

Kathy Pape, Donna Parfitt, Kate 

Tsekouras 

Friday, March 20 
Wendy Edwards, Chris Sharpe, 

Lisa Gilbert, Vlasta Blasi 

ATHLETICSô DISTRICT SPORTS  

 NEXT TUESDAY   
at Bill Sewart Athletic Track East Burwood 

 

Reminder To All Parents: that there is an open invitation to 

all to come to the Bill Sewart Athletic Track in East 

Burwood on Tuesday next week.  Support our efforts.  It is 

an allïday competition involving 170 children from our 

school who will be competing against the other Primary 

Schools of our District.  Our School is a member of The 

Blackburn and District Primary Schools Sports Association. 
 

If you are able not only to come, but to be of assistance 

(even for a short time) in the organization of our own team,  

please let Mr Drummy know.  We need assistance with field 

events and with help with our teams. The program 

commences at 9.15am and concludes at 2.50pm. 
 

We also need parents to assist in the smooth running of 

the overall program. 

If you have some skills in field events and can measure, 

score etc then volunteer 
We need 6 parents from 9.000am  and you need to see Taila 

Donald for details asap 

These available parents will need to be at the Athletics Track 

before 9.00 to receive details about their responsibilities  

prior to the event. 
 

Max Drummy  

PE and Sports Administrator 

MAPS FAIR UPDATE  
 

ALL PREP/GRADE 1 PARENTS / NEW PARENTS TO 

THE SCHOOL  
 

A Morning tea will be held on Friday 20th March at 

9.10am in the Staffroom.  Fair Co-ordinators will chat 

about the Fair, how it is run and general information 

regarding the Fair.  Come along have a cuppa, ask some 

questions and feel part of this exciting event!  Children 

welcome. See you all there! 

SEASONS FOR GROWTH 
We are intending to run Seasons for Growth again this year 

at Mont Albert Primary School. For those who are not 

familiar with the program, it is designed for children and 

young people who have experienced significant change, loss 

and grief in relation to family breakdown, separation, 

divorce or death of a significant other. It is a selective 

program that caters for ages 6-18 years.  The Seasons for 

Growth Program consists of 8 sessions, 1 celebration 

session and 2 follow up sessions. The sessions follow the 

cycle of the four seasons: 

The program is run during the school day by trained staff 

and has run at the school for ten years or so now with very 

positive outcomes.  If you think your child could benefit 

from such a program, please fill out the form below and 

return it to the office at school. 

Seasons for Growth Response 

I believe my child(ren) would benefit from this program 

and I would like an application form please. 

Your name and relationship to the child: 

_______________________________________ 

Childôs name: ___________________________ 

Grade/Room ________________ 
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* ñSounds from around the World" is a unique 

opportunity for the children to listen and 

experiment with a myriad of musical instruments 

from all around the world. Children will be 

involved in small groups throughout Thursday 

March 26th and Friday March 27th in the Hall.  To 

see old and ancient instruments alongside modern 

day instruments gives the children a picture of how 

our contemporary musical instruments have 

evolved. All children will be left with the curiosity 

to discover for themselves the fascinating world of 

sound and a deepening understanding of how 

musical languages and traditions evolve. 

The cost of $2 per child is from the excursion 

budget. The excursion levy must have been paid 

for your child to attend this excursion. 

* A big thank you to Geoff Hughes who has donated 

a number of recorder books to the school. 
 

Ghillie Thompson 

(Music Coordinator)  

REMINDER TO ALL FAMILIES:  
Please return your raffle ticket money as soon as 
possible.  There are more tickets at the office. 
Please bring an Easter egg to your class for our raffle. 

LEVEL 4 TRANSITION  
 

Transition Information is posted on the notice board outside 

Room 13. For further information it is advised you contact 

each individual school. 

Balwyn High School and Koonung Secondary provide 

programs of learning that  cater to the needs of students with 

high academic ability. Those families who wish to apply for 

these can access the following: 

Balwyn High School ï Accelerated Learning Program 

Selection Tests to be held at the school on Saturday 2nd May 

(applications close 26th April). For further information go to 

www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au/learning.and.teaching/alps.bhs 

Koonung Secondary College ï High Achieversô Program 

An information night will be held at Koonung Secondary on 

30th April. This will include a presentation about the High 

Achieversô Program. Questions about the program can be 

directed to Ann Stanley via the school office or at 

astanley@koonung.vic.edu.au  
 

Taila (Tyler) Donald  

Transition Co-ordinator  

LEVEL 4 SPORT 
The students in Grade 5 and 6 are currently taking part in a 

Class Competition. Classes play one other class per week in 

three different games. The sports played are agreed on by the 

class teachers. At this stage, two rounds have been 

completed and the outright leader to date is 6/15. Will they 

continue their dominant display or are the other grades 

simply biding their time? Who will win? Stay tuned for 

further updates. 
 

Our tennis competitors were, of all things, rained out on the 

day of competition. Their rescheduled date is next Thursday,  

March 19. Our best wishes to Nic in 6/13 and Tabatha in 

6/14 for this event. 

The Easter school holiday is almost on the door step. 
Funcare will provide a variety of things for children to do 
during school holidays. It is a great opportunity to explore 
the world, make friends and have a great time. 

We are going to go to the movies, learn how to be a farmer 
at Chesterfield farm, see the underwater world in the 
Melbourne Aquarium, have fun in Maroondah Adventure 
Park, get fitter swimming, look at Melbourne from the top 
of Mount Dandenong and have a picnic.  

Easter Fête and jumping castle are the highlight of the days 
in. Holiday program booklet is available from the Funcare 
room as well as the school office. 

Mums and dads can enjoy a nice break in the knowledge 
your children are safe and having lots of fun. 

FUNCARE NEWS 

CHILDREN IN LEVEL 3 HAVE BEEN WRITING 

SENSORY POEMS. PLEASE ENJOY THEIR WORK  

Rosemary Fitzpatrick 
 

ANGER 

 Anger is a volcano erupting, 

 Anger looks like a raging fire 

Anger feels like a very rough rock 

And sounds like a war between two countries 

It smells as smoky as a chimney 

It tastes like a witchôs brew 

Anger is bad! 

Thomas, 3/17 

HATRED  

Hatred is black, 

It looks like a world war 

And feels like barbed wire., 

It sounds like a raging bushfire 

And has the smell of a chicken coop 

It tastes sour 

Hatred is a horrible thing! 

Liam, 3/18 
 

SADNESS 

Sadness is purple 

 It  looks like still water 

Sadness feels like spitting rain 

 It sounds like slow music 

And smells like dead flowers 

Sadness tastes like bruised apples 

Sadness doesnôt last. 

Lily, 3/18 
 

SADNESS 

Sadness is blue, 

Sadness looks like a loved one lost, 

Sadness feels like a sick puppy  

It sounds like still water 

Sadness smells like an old folksô home, 

It has a bitter taste 

Sadness passes. 

Breh, 3/18 

SOMERS CAMP 
Children attending Somers must have all forms and 
cheque for $145.00 made out to Mont Albert P.S. 
returned on Tuesday 17th March 2009 to Miss 
Fitzpatrick in the ESL room.  Further details will be 
forwarded as they arise to those children attending. 
 

Rosemary Fitzpatrick  
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The Directorate of School Education does not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser.  No responsibility is accepted by the Directorate of 

School Education for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 

BULLETIN ROSTER  

March 19 Marina Spark, Alison Phillips 

 

SCHOOL COMMUNITY NOT ICES 

PLAYBALL BASKETBALL YEARS 4 -6 
Year 4,5,6 Basketball players.  Would you like to sharpen 
your basketball skills and team work further?  On Mondays 
and Thursdays after school from 4:00 to 6:15pm at Aqualink 
Box Hill; children compete in Boys & Girls teams in the 
Playball Basketball competition.  Mondays is for Years 5&6, 
Thursdays is for Year 3&4.  The winter season commences 
30th April with finals at the end of Term 3.  A bonus set of 
five size 6 training balls will be given to all new team 
registrations.  Team registration forms are downloadable 
from www.playballbasketball.com  or for more information, 
phone 9532-5584.   

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

Many of you have been asking what 

else can I do to help with the bushfire 

recovery. One very urgent need has 

come to our attention and I want to 

invite you to help! 
 

The Salvation Army require volunteers to work in 2 of 

their large warehouses at Noble Park and Clayton where 

the massive amount of relief assistance has been stored and 

is now being sorted and distributed. Assistance is needed 

Monday to Saturday for 2 shifts, 9am ï 1pm and 1pm ï 5pm. 

Monday to Friday shifts are most in need of volunteers. 

The Clayton address is Centre Road, but you enter the 

warehouse off another. The Map ref is: 79G4. Enter off 

Rayhur Street where it says "gate house" in the Melways - 

and they will direct to the warehouse. 
 

If you can help and I hope you can, please phone Hannah 

on: 9845 4018 
 

This is frontline relief work  and will make a huge 

difference to helping the Salvos get that urgent assistance 

out to those in such need! 

LABURNUM PRIMARY SCH OOL IS 

HAVING AN AMAZING FETE!  

Come and have a whirl on rides 

for big and little, shop at our 

famous  

Trash and Treasure, bid on the 

silent auction, buy a ticket for 

the huge raffle and  

visit stalls with loads of things to 

do and buy.  

With live music and great food 

stalls, there really is something 

for everyone! 

Presales on Ride Wristbands are 

available from the office during school hours.  Cost is $25 

for the first and $20 for  

subsequent bands.  They will be $30 if purchased on the day. 

Please call the school office on 9898 5811 for information 

Piano Teacher 
Piano, Keyboard, Theory 

Ear Training, Accompaniment, AMEB 

Exams 
 

Experienced and Caring Teacher 

Ruby Nakagawa 

David McCool 

Mont Albert North  9890 4063  0435 054 873 

EASTER BUZZ 

St Columbaôs Church 

37 Banool Road, Balwyn, Mel. 46 G8 
 

Tuesday, March 24, 3.45pm to 5.15pm 

For Primary School, Pre-school and Kindergarten 

kids 

All enquiries to 9836 2526 

TICKETS FOR SALE  

SAVE! SAVE! SAVE! 
* Themed holidays: Movie World, Sea World, and 

Wet ónô Wild   $30 each 

Any park, any day until December 31, 2009 

* Australian Outback Spectacular:  $100, usually 

$295.50) 

* Sydney Discover Value: 

Sydney tower Skywalk  $30 

Sydney Aquarium   $25 

Sydney WildLifeworld  $25 
 

Please contact Wendy on 0403 226 718 or 9857 4581 

HOOK IN 2 HOCKEY  

Elgar Park, corner Elgar and Belmore Rds, Box 

Hill North.  Mel 47 C4 
 

Kew Hockey Club is running a fantastic introductory 

hockey program - Hook in 2 Hockey - at Elgar Park 

throughout March. 

Tuesdays, 5pm and Sundays, 10.30am.  Join in one or 

both sessions each week. 

The cost is $60 and the introductory pack includes all 

sessions, a hockey stick, ball and shinpads. 

For enquiries please call Joe Hassall on 9878 0598 or 

0418 388 975 or simply join us! 

http://www.playballbasketball.com/

